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Art Unit 


1765 


Examiner 
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Total number of pages in this submission = 
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ENCLOSURES (check all that apply) 


Fees calculated below 
Amendment/Reply 

including Attachment(s) 
After Final Amendment/Reply 

including Attachment(s) 
Extension of Time Petition 
X Other: Reconsideration of Holding of A 
submission and receipt; copy of 11/03/ 


Response to Missing Parts/Incomplete Appl. 
Certified Copy of Priority Document(s) 
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Total Of All Fees = 



A Credit Card Payment Form (PTO-2038) in the amount of $ -0- is enclosed. If no payment or an 
insufficient payment is enclosed and a fee is due in connection herewith, the Commissioner is 
authorized to charge any fee or additional fee due in connection herewith to Deposit Account No. 12- 
0555. 



In the event that a petition for extension of time is required to be submitted herewith and that a 
separate petition is not submitted herewith, applicant hereby petitions under 37 CFR 1 .136(a) for an 
extension of time of as many months as are required to render this submission timely. Any fee is 
authorized above. 



Date: 11 March 2004 




By: B. Aaron Schulman 
Registration No.: 31 ,877 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
SIR: 

An improper Notice of Abandonment for the above-identified application was 
mailed on February 17, 2004, which indicated that this application was abandoned by 
failure to file a proper Request for Continued Examination. However, the grounds for 
the improper RCE was that this case had been abandoned on November 1, 2003, 
which was a Saturday. To the contrary, a Notice of Appeal was timely filed on Monday, 
November 3, 2003 to prevent this case from going abandoned, and this was followed by 
a proper Request for Continued Examination (RCE) on December 22, 2003 which 
indicated that the previously submitted response to the outstanding Final Rejection 
(filed on October 24, 2003) was to be considered. Therefore, there was no 
abandonment in fact and the Notice of Abandonment was evidently mailed in error. 

Enclosed herewith is a copy of the Notice of Appeal and RCE response timely 
filed, together with a copy of the stamped receipt for each submission. 

In view of the fact that there was no abandonment in fact, reconsideration of the 
holding of abandonment pursuant to MPEP §71 1 .03 is requested. If any other action is 
required by Applicant to effect further prosecution, please contact the undersigned as 
soon as possible. 



Resoectfully submitted, 



Date: March 11, 2004 




By: ty. Aaron Schulman 
Registration No.: 31,877 



STITES & HARBISON PLC ♦ 1 199 North Fairfax St. ♦ Suite 900 ♦ Alexandria, VA 22314 
Tel: 703-739-4900 ♦ Fax: 703-739-9577 ♦ Email: iplaw@larsontaylor.com ♦ Customer No. 000881 
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